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Dear People of God at St. Paul’s Church, 

A few weeks ago in the Gospel for the Sec-
ond Sunday in Lent, Jesus told Nicodemus, “You 
should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must 
be born again.’” John 3:7  What does it mean to be 
born again?  This has been an issue of debate in 
Anglicanism for years.  The debate deals with the 
necessity or not of conversion and with the under-
standing of the sacraments of Holy Baptism and 
Confirmation. 

I don’t propose to discuss the efficacy of 
sacraments here, but rather to suggest that being 
‘born again’ involves more than the sacraments 
alone.  It also involves conscious faith in Christ 
Jesus as savior and a commitment to follow him  
as Lord.  In 1918 the Anglican Archbishop’s 
Committee on Evangelism said: “To evangelize 
is so to present Christ Jesus in the power of the 
Holy Spirit, that men shall come to put their 
trust in God through Him, to accept Him as 
their Saviour and serve Him as their King in 
the fellowship of His Church.” 1 It seems to me 
that there are a number of people, both in the 
Episcopal Church and outside, who have been 
baptized and maybe even confirmed, but accord-
ing to this definition still need to be evangelized 
because they do not trust in God, or they do not 
accept Jesus Christ as their savior, or they do not 
serve him as their king in the fellowship of His 
church. 

As Anglicans we have always prided our-
selves on making a place for people to wrestle  

                                                 
1 Quoted in various places including by Billy Graham here 

http://www.wheaton.edu/bgc/archives/berlinaddress.htm 
accessed 2/19/08 

 

 
 

with their doubts and examine their faith thought-
fully.  I don’t think being open to discuss ques- 
tions of faith means that the church must or should 
abandon the faith upon which it is built.  There are 
key presuppositional questions in this regard that 
divide our church today.  Sexuality may be the 
presenting issue, but the questions are ever so 
much deeper.  Does God exist or not?  Does God 
communicate or not?  Is Jesus the self-
communication of God or not?  Do miracles hap-
pen or not? 2 

All these questions logically depend on the 
first one: if God with a capital G exists, then He 
must be able to communicate or He would be less 
than God.  If God communicates, it is not unrea-
sonable to suppose He could communicate by be-
coming a human being at a particular place in 
time, i.e. as Jesus Christ.  If God exists, communi-
cates and communicates through Jesus Christ, then 
He can do miracles. 

People generally hold these presuppositions 
so deeply that they are not subject to intellectual 
proof.  Indeed, people often get angry or upset 
when they are challenged. These presuppositions 
undergird a person’s whole understanding of how 
the world works and what one’s place in it is.  It 
can feel threatening to one’s personal identity to 
change them.  But that’s what “presenting Christ 
Jesus in the power of the Holy Spirit” is about.  
Only God, the Holy Spirit, can bring the miracle  
of conversion to a human soul that rejects the  

                                                 
2 These questions are raised by Rob Smith in Leading Chris-

tians to Christ, Evangelizing the Church (Harrisburg, PA: 
Morehouse Publishing, 1990) 1 
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Reminder: Daylight  

Saving Time begins at 
2:00 a.m. on the second 

Sunday in March, the 9th. 
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existence of God or rejects the authority of God in 
one’s life.  Changing deeply held presuppositions  
can actually change the whole personality.  That’s 
what Jesus was challenging Nicodemus to do.   

Working with God for this kind of miracu-
lous transformation of lives is the primary purpose 
of the church.  Jesus commanded us to make dis-
ciples after all.  Becoming effective disciples actu-
ally involves three conversions: 

1. Conversion to Christ as Savior and Lord. 
2. Conversion to the Church as the Body of 

Christ. 
3. Conversion to ministry in the world in the 

Name of Christ. 

We are called to be a ‘contagious church’ 
full of ‘contagious Christians.’  For the last several 
months the Vestry has been looking at the values 
that can guide us into becoming a contagious 
church.  They are: 
1. People matter to God. 
2. People are spiritually lost. 
3. People need Christ. 
4. People need answers. 
5. People need community. 
6. People need cultural relevance. 
7. People need time. 3 

We want these values to guide the way we 
want to learn to do evangelism.  We want them to 
shape the motivations that impel us to make the 
effort to do evangelism.   

After all we want to continue to  

Love God—Love People—and Make Disciples. 

May the Lord Jesus bless each of us as we 
seek to become more effective evangelists. 

Yours in the love of Christ, 

 

                                                 
3 Mark Mittelberg, Building a Contagious Church, Revolu-
tionizing the Way We View and Do Evangelism  

Believing God 
 Those of us who have been attending the 

Believing God Bible study by 
Beth Moore have been having 
a good time. In this first study 
we were asked to learn a 
pledge.  If you ask any one of 
the women who has been 
attending this study group to 

state the pledge, she will instantly stand to atten-
tion, raise her right hand and finger off these 
words: 
 1.  God is who He says He is. 
 2.  God can do what He says He can do. 
 3.  I am who God says I am. 
 4.  I can do all things through Christ 
 5.  God’s Word is alive and active in me. 
It is evident that when these women say the 
pledge, what they are saying means something to 
them. It shows on their faces. They believe what 
they are saying. We can all say these words; any 
one can say this pledge. It is whether or not you 
believe it that makes all the difference. 
 

 God is who He says He is.  Do we believe 
what the Bible says about God or not?  If we do, 
then we can believe that God is who He says He 
is. 
  

Do we believe that God can in fact do what 
He says He can do?  Can God heal our broken 
bodies, our broken checkbooks, our relationships? 
We know that Jesus healed bodies and performed 
miracles, and we know that people have been 
healed through the power of prayer today. So yes, 
God can in fact do what He says He can do. And 
He will. 

 

 Are you who God says you are?  We can 
only answer that question for ourselves.  Are we 
doing what God wants to us to be doing?  Are we 
taking the path that the Lord has laid out for us?   
If we have turned our lives over to Christ and try-
ing to live out Christ, then maybe we can answer 
that question. 
 

 Can we do all things through Christ?  We 
certainly can.  Philippians 4:13 says,  KJV “I can do 



 The Spire, March, 2008, Page 3 of 6 

all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” 
And KJV Ephesians 3:16 “ That He would grant 
you, according to the riches of his glory, to be 
strengthened with might by His Spirit in the inner 
man.” The Lord is prepared to give us strength 
when we feel weak, to enable us to do anything, 
no matter how overwhelming or difficult it may 
seem.  If we call on the Lord, He will be there for 
us.  He will never leave us or abandon us in our 
time of need. 

 Is God’s word alive and active in us?  Are 
we reading God’s word daily and participating in 
worship?  Are we giving the Lord some of our 
time to think about Him and what He wants for 
us?  Are we where God wants us to be? These are 
good self-examination questions for Lent or any-
time. When we can honestly answer them posi-
tively, God really moves in our lives. 

Your Servant in Christ, 
Deacon Laurie 

 
Breaking Free Bible Study 

 By Beth Moore 
 A new Bible study will begin at 9 a.m. 
Wednesday, March 26, at the Rectory.  This study 
is called “Breaking Free: Making Liberty in Christ 
a Reality in Life.”  The study is based on Isaiah 
61:1-4, which draws parallels between the captive 
Israelites and today’s believers.  Beth Moore will 
use “Scripture to point out the benefits of our rela-
tionship with God and show us how to remove 
obstacles that hinder that relationship.” This 
course will last eleven weeks.  It will be well 
worth the time and effort we put into it. 
                                                   Deacon Laurie 

 
St. Paul’s Sewing Servants 

 The Sewing Servants have added yet an-
other category to what they can make to help oth-
ers. Besides the prayers shawls, we have decided 

to start making baby blankets and throws for ter-
minally ill or 
traumatized 
children.  These 
blankets will be 
given to Project 
Linus. Project Linus began in Bloomington, Ill. 
The Sewing Servants will be joining forces, so to 
speak, with the Peoria chapter. These blankets go 
to OSF and Methodist Hospitals, the Crittenton 
Center and the Crisis Center. The Linus Project 
gives out about 100 blankets monthly.   
  

In the meantime, we have sent prayers 
shawls to individuals in and around town and as 
far away as Kansas, Oregon and Texas.  If you 
know of someone who needs comfort, who is ill or 
feeling low, please let me know. 

Deacon Laurie 
 
Lent 

Final Wednesdays in Lent 
The remaining two soup suppers will be at 6 p.m. 
Wed., March 5 and March 12, followed by Sta-
tions of the Cross and a program. The sign-up 
sheet is on the desk in the narthex.  
 

Easter 
Altar Flowers  
Flowers may again be used at the altar beginning 
Easter Day; an envelope is enclosed for those who 
wish to participate in providing flowers for Easter.  
The names of all who contribute toward the Easter 
flowers, together with the memorials/ thanksgiv-
ings, will be included in the Easter Sunday wor-
ship service bulletin. You can assist with the ad-
ministrative details of preparing the Easter wor-
ship bulletin by printing your name and any per-
son(s) your gift is “in memory of” and/or “in 
thanksgiving for” on the special offering envelope 
and returning it to the church office by Wednes-
day, March 19. 
 
Easter Offering Envelopes 
Easter offering envelopes are also enclosed in this 
Spire.   
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Many opportunities for worship are planned for 
Holy Week, which begins on Palm Sunday, 
March 16. It is on Palm Sunday that we remem-
ber and celebrate our Lord’s triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem. Everyone is invited to assemble at the 
Buena Vista entrance to the Education Building at 
10 a.m. for the Liturgy of the Palms, the time 
when palm fronds are blessed and distributed to all 
who are present. Then we will all process to the 
church, waving palm branches, just as the people 
along the road into Jerusalem did as Jesus rode 
into the city. After everyone has assembled in the 
church nave, our worship will continue with the 
Liturgy of the Passion in which we will hear 
God’s Word and celebrate Holy Communion. 
 
The Triduum, the three-day celebration of the 
death and resurrection of Christ, begins at sun-
down on Thursday of Holy Week, March 20, and 
ends at sundown on Easter Sunday. The following 
are the worship opportunities that are planned for 
the Triduum: 

·  On Maundy Thursday, March 20, at 6 p.m. - 
Holy Eucharist with footwashing, an Agape 
meal and stripping of the altar; 

·  On Good Friday, March 21, at 12 noon – the 
Good Friday Community Service sponsored by 
the Pekin Area Ministerial Alliance at the Sal-
vation Army, 243 Derby, Fr. Brian, Officiant 

·  On Good Friday, March 21, at 6 p.m. – the 
Way of the Cross with the solemn collects and 
the Stations of the Cross; 

·  On Holy Saturday, March 22, at 7:15 p.m. – 
the Great Vigil of Easter.  

·  On Easter Sunday, March 23, at 10 a.m. - the 
glorious celebration of our Lord’s resurrection. 

 

Volunteers/readers would be appreciated for 
the Palm Sunday Passion Gospel, Sun., March 16 
and for The Great Vigil of Easter on Sat., March 
22 at 7:15 p.m. Please see the sign-up sheets on 
the desk in the narthex.  

 
Around Our Parish 

Episcopal Church Women  
The regular monthly ECW meeting will be on 
Tuesday, March 4, at 10 a.m. in the undercroft.  
Mary Lauderback and Lora Zessin will be the 
hostesses. 
 
Plans for the chocolate Easter egg sale were final-
ized at the February meeting. We are offering 

dipped, solid-chocolate, decorated 
Easter eggs again this year. The 
egg will be in a decorated box, 
and the price per egg is $3.50. 
Orders may be placed on the 
sign-up sheet in the Narthex. 

The eggs will be available for 
pickup on Palm Sunday. 

  
The ECW is also planning a spring tea room 
luncheon in May. More details will follow.  
 
A Birth  
Konnor Scott Copelen was born to Stephanie 
Copelen on Monday, February 4 weighing 7 lbs., 
2 oz and was 18 ½ tall. Grandma Diane Garmon 
says Konnor and mom Stephanie are doing well.   

 
Around our Diocese 

Happening #49  
Applications are avail-
able in the office for any 
high school student 
interested in attending 
Happening #49, 
scheduled at St. George’s 
Church, Belleville, 
Illinois from Fri., March 
28 to Sun., March 30.  
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Around Our Community 
Church Women United 

The ladies of Church Women 
United will hold their next 
meeting at 1:15 p.m. on 
Friday, March 14.  This 
meeting will be in obser-
vance of World Day of 
Prayer and will be held at the 
Second Reformed Church, 

600 State Street. All women of the church are 
welcome to attend any meeting of CWU. 

--Phyllis Orr 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Those Celebrating Birthdays in March 
 Clair Park – 2 
  Courtney Psinas - 4  
 Elsie Soffietti - 5  
 Stefanie Hesh - 6  
 Carol Wells – 10 
   Rachel Psinas - 11  
 Jamie Morgan - 14  
 Bo Aluyi - 16  
 Diane Soffietti - 19  
 Phyllis Orr – 23  
 Pamela Lauderback – 24  
  John Velde – 29   
 Raulston More – 30            
 
Those Celebrating Anniversaries in March 
 James & Lori Dinquel – March 7 
 Clair & Cherill Park – March 29 
 
Those Born 
Konnor Scott Copelen – February 4, 2008

Those On our Parish Prayer List 
We ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the  
hungry and for those in any need or trouble; re-
membering especially those on our Parish Prayer 
list:  Paul, Fr. Richard & Alice, Lorraine, Emily, 
Bob & Myrna, Elise, James, Chet, Ralph & Mary, 
Lois, Jack, Nancy & Jim, Pidge, Winnie, Charlie, 
Kevilee, Amanda, Ruth, Fay, Ray, Ed, Jean, Kay,  
Joyce, Gary, Mattie, Scott, Greg, Bill & Mary,  
Ed, Helen, Joyce & Ray, Teri, Chuck, Barb, Jo-
seph, Bob, Virginia,  Michele, Mike, Jean, Bar-
bara & Charles, Janice, Dan, Paul, Emily, Cheryl, 
Ralph and Carla 
 

Those serving in the Armed Forces 
Eric Osberg, Matt & Lynne Lutz, Nathan Dover, 
Andrew Servais, Charles Dugnolle, Raul More, 
Rob Kohler, Peter Bacon, Joshua Greenslate, 
Justin Williamson, Evan Nall, Dakota Miles,  
Ryan Wicks and D. J. Emmons 
 

Looking Ahead 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our second Dreams and Visions 
Day has been scheduled for  

Saturday, May 10, 2008.   
Mark your calendars.  
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